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About This Book

Basic Thai Language: A Guide to Thai Pronunciation helps beginners build a strong
foundation in the Thai sound system: the consonants, the vowels and the five tones. Thai is a
tonal language, so a small change in pitch can change the meaning of a word completely.
This book explains these ideas in simple English, step by step, with many example words and
sentences.

Each unit has short explanations, tables you can use for reference, example sentences, tips
about common mistakes, and exercises. Answers to all exercises are at the end of the book.

This book uses two charts, redrawn for this edition:

+ Thai Consonants (wé’mﬁuz"lmj) - which groups the consonants into five groups and
shows how their tones work (Unit 2 and Unit 4).

Thai Vowels (553‘1%&]) - which shows all vowel forms, Thai numerals and vowels
written with 8@ (Unit 3 and Unit 5).

Whether you are learning Thai for travel, work or personal interest, this book will guide you
towards clear and confident Thai pronunciation.

Happy learning!

Rosenun Chesof - Universiti Malaya

How to Use This Book

1. Read the explanation first, then say every example word aloud. Thai pronunciation is
learned with the mouth, not only the eyes.

Use the tables as a reference. You do not need to memorise everything at once.
Read the example sentences slowly, then at normal speed.

Do the exercises at the end of each unit, then check your answers at the back of the
book.

5. Listen to Thai speakers as often as you can and copy their tones.

How to Read the Romanization in This Book

Thai script is the best guide to pronunciation, but while you are learning it, this book also
writes Thai words in Roman letters. Here is the system we use:

Symbol Sounds like... Example

a/aa short “u” in cut / long “a” in father A% ja (will) / 41 maa (come)
i/ii short “i” in sit / long “ee” in see AU kin (eat) / A dii (good)
u/uu short “u” in put / long “00” in food § du (fierce) / § duu (look)
o/ isfai/n;‘ii)ion’;but keep your lips spread, as 0 mus (hand)

e/ee “e”in bed / “ay” in day (no glide) 1Y te (kick) / N thee (pour)
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Symbol Sounds like... Example

€/ ee “a” in cat Ll mée (mother)

o/ o0 “0” in go (no glide) 1% too (big)

2/2 “aw” in saw W phao (enough)

CWAT) “u” in fur (no r sound) 9D jos (meet)

K p, t unfzsplrated - no puff of air, like “k” in A1 kaa, U1 paa, AN taa
skin
aspirated - with a puff of air, like “k”

kh, ph, th in kite. ph is NOT “f”; th is NOT “th” U1 khda, W1 phaa, N1 thaa
in think

j/ch “j” in jam (softer) / “ch” in chair 21U jaan (plate) / U1 chaa (tea)

ng ng” in sing - also used at the start of 4 nguu (snake)
a word N

Tone marks on the Roman letters:
Mid Low Falling High Rising
maa maa maa mada mda

no mark a a a d

Polite particles

Thai speakers often end a sentence with a polite word. Many example sentences in this
book use them:
AU khrap - used by male speakers.

A% kha - used by female speakers in statements; A% khé - used by female speakers in
questions.
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Unit 1: The Thai Sound System

1.1 Overview: Consonants, Vowels and Tones

Every Thai syllable is built from up to four parts: an initial consonant, a vowel, sometimes a
final consonant, and a tone.

Part Example: 2417 khéao (rice)

Initial consonant U (kh)

Vowel -1 (aa)

Final consonant 9 (w — o sound)

Tone falling (shown by the tone mark )

Consonants: Thai has 44 consonant letters but only 21 different initial sounds,
because several letters share the same sound. Each consonant belongs to one of three
classes (mid, high, low). The class helps decide the tone of a word.

Vowels: Thai vowels can be short or long, and the length changes the meaning. There
are single vowels, diphthongs (two vowel sounds together) and some special vowels.

+ Tones: Thai has five tones: mid, low, falling, high and rising. The same consonant and
vowel with a different tone gives a different word.

The five tones

Tone How to say it Example

Mid your normal, flat speaking voice 41 maa (come)
Low a little lower than normal, flat 1A kai (chicken)

. _ . . [13 '77 '
Falling :it\(::ltyhlgh’ then drop - like saying “No! 3] mai (not)
Hiah a little higher than normal, often slightly 1 méia (horse)
9 rising
Rising start low, then go up - like asking Y311 mia (dog)

“Really?”

1.2 Differences Between Thai and English Sounds

1. Thai uses tones to change meaning

In English, pitch shows feeling (happy, angry, surprised). In Thai, pitch changes the word
itself.

Basic Thai Language: A Guide to Thai Pronunciation | 4



Thai Romanization Tone Meaning

a1 maa mid to come
ilj'] maa high horse
U1 mda rising dog

Example sentence: 111 41 ¥ 11 — mda maa hda mda — “The dog comes to see the horse.”

2. Aspirated and unaspirated consonants

Thai has pairs of sounds that English speakers often hear as the same. Unaspirated sounds
(k, p, t) have no puff of air. Aspirated sounds (kh, ph, th) have a strong puff of air.

Unaspirated Aspirated

1A kaii - chicken 1% khai - egg

U1 paa - to throw W1 phaa - to take (someone)
f11 taa - eye N1 thaa - to apply, to paint

Example sentence: LLi W1 an U nane — mée phaa lduk pai ta-laat — “Mother takes the
child to the market.”

Try this!

Hold a piece of paper in front of your mouth. Say W1 phaa - the paper should move. Say
U1 paa - the paper should stay still.

3. Final consonants are short and “swallowed”

English words can end with clusters like “-sk” (desk) or “-Ip” (help). Thai words end with
only one final sound, and the stop sounds -k, -t, -p are not released - your mouth closes,
but no air comes out.

*  UN nok - bird
50 rak - love
nlmuaa fat-boon - football (the English final “I” becomes “n” in Thai)

Example sentence: Wi 50 WA — phdm rék nék — “I (male) love birds.”

4. Vowel length changes meaning

Short vowel Long vowel

U1 khdo - he, she U1 khdao - white

W1 féin - to dream WU fdan - to slice thinly
L9 khdo - to enter 917 khéao - rice
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Example sentence: LU 14 \&8 12 — khdo sai séa khiiao — “He wears a white shirt.”

5. Even rhythm, no strong word stress

English stresses one syllable strongly: THAI-land. Thai gives each syllable a similar weight,
with the last syllable of a word often slightly stronger: Uszwndlne pra-théet-thai.

Example sentence: U ’le: Useind Tne — chdn yau pra-théet thai — “I live in Thailand.”

1.3 Unit 1 Exercises

Exercise 1.1 Aspirated (A) or unaspirated (U)?

Look at the first sound of each word and write A or U.

Word A or U? Word A or U?
1 1n (chicken) 4 WA (to take)
2 Tai (egg) 5 M1 (eye)
3 U1 (to throw) 6 911 (to apply)

Exercise 1.2 Short (S) or long (L) vowel?

Word Sorl? Word Sorl?
1 AU kin (eat) 4 U1 maa (come)
2 @ dii (good) 5 191 khdo (he)
3 AU khon (person) 6 U1 khdao (white)

Exercise 1.3 Read aloud

Read each sentence slowly, then at normal speed. Pay attention to the tones.

1. %41 U1 W 91 — mda maa héa méa — The dog comes to see the horse.
2. aunu 'l In — chdn kin khai kai — T eat chicken eggs.
3. 101 1d vd® 911 — khdo sai séa khdao — He wears a white shirt.
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Unit 2: Consonants (wé’mﬂuz)

Thai has 44 consonant letters. Two of them (U and #1) are no longer used, so in practice

learners need 42. Every consonant has a name made of its sound plus a key word, for
example a'la (koo kai) = “k as in chicken”. Thai people use these names to spell words

aloud, just like “A for apple”.

2.1 The Thai Alphabet: All 44 Consonants

Class affects the tone (see Unit 4). Initial is the sound at the start of a syllable; Final is the
sound at the end. A dash (-) means the letter is not used as a final consonant.

BN M M D P 2 QDD s BB D S QD

s

3 » 2 B

Name

n 1A koo kai

2 19 kh%> khai

2 VA kh3o khlat

A A8 khoo khwaai
A AU khao khon

9 5394 khos rd-khang
44 ngads nguu

9 97U joo jaan

D] 5& ch3s ching

% 19 choo chaang
% 19 525 580

2l Lald choo chas

3y ‘Viiuixi y22 ying

§) ¥4)1 doo cha-daa
9 V)N too pa-tak

3 37U th3s thdan
9N UL thas mon-thoo

ol EELGN"‘I thoo phliu-thdo
tU LEUWT ndd neen
A 1N doo dek

6 LA oo tao

Key word means
chicken

egg

bottle (obsolete)
buffalo

person (obsolete)
bell

snake

plate

small cymbals
elephant

chain

tree

woman

dancer’s headdress
goad, spear

base, pedestal

Montho (Ramakien
character)

old man
novice monk
child

turtle

Class
Mid
High
High
Low
Low
Low
Low
Mid
High
Low
Low
Low
Low
Mid
Mid
High

Low

Low
Low
Mid
Mid

Basic Thai Language: A Guide to Thai Pronunciation | 7

Initial
k
kh
kh
kh
kh
kh
ng
J
ch
ch
s

ch

y

t
th
th

(sometime

sd)
th
n

d

Final

k

~ |~ |~ =~

ng



Name Key word means Class  Initial Final
81 084 th3o thiing bag High th t
N 9 NNI3 thoo tha-hdan soldier Low th t
0 | § 89 thoothong flag Low th t
U UNKY oo nlu mouse Low n n
U ululdl bao bai-mdi leaf Mid b p
U JuUaiproplaa fish Mid p P
N W Iﬁx‘l ph3 phéng bee High ph -
W 6l el 5 fia lid High f -
W W NIU phao phaan offering tray Low ph p
W W A f2 fan teeth Low f p
N A @A phoo sdm-phao junk (ship) Low ph p
U 131 moo méa horse Low m m
g uone y22 yak giant Low y y
5 5159 rorua boat Low r n
A aadboling monkey Low I n
q I UAIU woo wéen ring Low w w
A | @ A181 s3o sda-laa pavilion High s t
W W3 rew-sti hermit High s t
d | @\d0 s¥sta tiger High s t
W UL hiip chest, box High h -
W WAW 1o ju-laa star-shaped kite Low I n
. silent /
¥ 9 9NWoaang basin Mid vowel -
carrier
d | @ uUNFN hoo nék-hiuk owl Low h -

2.2 The Three Consonant Classes

Every consonant belongs to one of three classes. The names “high”, “mid” and “low” are just
labels - they do not mean the letter is always spoken with a high or low voice. The class is
one of the keys to finding the tone of a word (Unit 4).
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Class How Letters Key point
many
Can be written with all four tone
9 NaNNAAU Uo marks, so it can show all five

tones.

Mid class (5ﬂwi
naNg)

High class (§nws With no tone mark, a live syllable

#9) 11 VURAFOW NA®@dN  hasarising tone, e.g. U1 khda
v (leg).
o With no tone mark, a live syllable
:;'??]V)V class (oN3 24 all the other letters has a mid tone, e.g. 41 naa (rice
field).

Memory trick: two Thai sentences

Mid class: 1A 30 100 A8 Ul Unn 189 — kai jik dek taai bon paak Song — “The chicken
pecked the child to death on the rim of the jar.” (N3 A ® U U 9, plus q29)

High class: N W10 §3 919@15 T @4 — phii faak thing khdao-séan hai chiin — “A ghost
left a bag of rice with me.” (WK 01 v & % Q, plus @ 3 AY)

Low class: every letter that is not in these two sentences.

2.3 The Table of Thai Consonants: Five Groups

The chart below arranges the consonants into five groups. This is a very useful way to learn
them, because each row of one group matches a row of another group.

Chart 1 is on the next page. It is also available as a separate file for printing.
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Thai Consonants wé’mu%u$1ms

Five consonant groups and the tones they make
Basic Thai Language - A Guide to Thai Pronunciation

GROUP

MID
CLASS

2

LOW CLASS
(PAIRED)

3

HIGH
CLASS

4

LOW CLASS
(SINGLE)

5

LEADING %
(= HIGH)

@ Mid class

CONSONANTS (INITIAL SOUND) - OTHER LETTERS WITH THE

n I n 1 u

J

kh
bl al

kh

S

ng

Y 13 a KA

SAME SOUND

d t
q q

SNnwl a

4 VW Vil e

ng n

@ Highclass (@ Low class

Chart 1: Thai Consonants. Left: the five consonant groups. Right: the tones each group can make.

ph
3
4 8
m y
&
m y
ey 98

b

A ¥ N N N

W

U

p

MID LOW
no mark
AN
11 kaa
kaa 110N
kaak
A1
khaa
U
khaa
U1N
khaak
U1
WU
UUIN
naak

FALLING

1

kda

A1

khéa

AN
khaak

HIGH

1

kaa

A1

khaa

AN
khak

U1

7

naa

Uun

nak

RISING

U1
khéia

NBU1

nda

Read across: each tone box shows a live syllable (top) and, where it differs, a dead syllable ending in -k (bottom). Pairs: groups 2 + 3

share the same sounds, and so do groups 4 + 5 — together they make all five tones (A1 21 @1 @1 u1). The % in group 5 is silent. Some
syllables are for practice only.
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Grou
Class Consonants What to remember

1 Mid nNan@) g v U 9 Can take all four tone marks.

A ¥ NEN) W(A) W Each one has a high-class partner

2 Low (paired) U 3 with the same sound in Group 3.

Same sounds as Group 2: V-
3 High V@) WKW EFY) U (kh), - (ch), -9 (th), N—W
(ph), - (), @ (s), K-8 (h).

These sounds have no high-class

4 Low(single) Su(@)ue@)sam)a |-

A silent % in front makes a Group
4 sound behave like the high
class.

“Leading ¥’ YN WU WU WY (KeY, BY) AT
(% 1) A w7

Why are the groups paired?

Groups 2 and 3 have the same sounds but different classes. Groups 4 and 5 work in the
same way. By using both groups of a pair, Thai can write every sound with all five tones.

Example: A1 khaa (mid) - U1 khaa (low) - A1 khéa (falling) - A1 khéa (high) - U1 khéa
(rising).

Leading % and leading ®

In Group 5 the letter 4 is silent. It only changes the class, and therefore the tone:
U1 naa (rice field, mid tone) — %#U1 naa (thick, rising tone)
41 maa (come) — U1 maa (dog)
¢1 yaa (medicine) — ‘ViiU:l’l yaa (grass)

A silent @ in front of & works the same way, but only in four words: 881 yda (don’t), E]gujyt)u
(to be at, live), 8814 yaang (kind, like), 8810 ydak (to want).

Example sentence: QAU 28N oy N — chdn yaak yau thii-nii — “I want to stay here.”

2.4 Initial Consonant Sounds

The 44 letters make 21 initial sounds. This table shows each sound, the letters that make it,
and an example word.

Sound Letters (class) Example word
k 1 (mid) Al kin - to eat
kh U U (high); A A A (low) B4 kh3ong - thing; A1 kham - word
ng 3 (low) J nguu - snake
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Sound Letters (class)

j 2 (mid)

ch 2 (high); ¥ &l (low)
d A 4 (mid)

t # &) (mid)

th 3 8 (high); 1§ N &l (low)
n U 2 (low)

b U (mid)

p U (mid)

ph W (high); W A (low)

f i (high); W (low)

m U (low)

y 8y (low)

r 3 (low)

[ a W (low)

w 2 (low)

s @ 9 & (high); U (low)
h % (high); @ (low)

? (silent) | ® (mid)

Example word

910 jaak - from

QU chdn - I; YU ch3op - to like

A1 dam - black

19 too - big

174 thdam - to ask; 114 thaang - way

Tu nai - in

U bin - to fly

Tu pai - to go

WU phdm - I (male), hair; W1 phaa - to take
WU féin - to dream; Wi fan - teeth

41 maa - to come

818 yaai - grandmother (mother’s mother)
30 rék - to love

84 ling - monkey

1A waat - to draw

@78 stiai - beautiful; F1Y sdai - left

1418 hdai - to be lost; 81 haa - funny

9890 dok - to go out

Consonant clusters at the start of a word

Thai allows two consonants together only at the start of a syllable. The second consonant is

always 5, @ or 1.

Cluster
ns/nNa/nl
Vs /Va /U

As /Aa /Al

U5 /Ua

W3 /WA

Example
A& klua - afraid
U1 khwada - right (side)

Ag khruu - teacher

Uan plaa - fish

‘W?'\‘i‘ﬁ phring-nii -
tomorrow

Example sentence

LAN N& U — dek klua méa — The child is
afraid of dogs.

L8817 VI — liao khwéda — Turn right.

A3 VDY 3 1af — khruu kh3ong chdn jai-dii
— My teacher is kind.

Uan s i T‘WQJ: — plaa tua nii yai — This fish
is big.

W?I\‘iﬁ AU AN — phriing-nii chdn waang —
I'm free tomorrow.

Basic Thai Language: A Guide to Thai Pronunciation | 12



Cluster

M9

Good to know

Example

#1934 trong - straight

Example sentence

WU 059 1 — doon trong pai — Walk
straight ahead.

In casual speech many Thais drop the r or I: U871 may sound like paa, A3U like khdp.
Learn the full form first.

N9 usually sounds like s: 918 saai (sand), 31U sdap (to know - polite).
In 95, U5, A3, &5 the 5 is silent: 359 jing (true), @514 sdang (to build).

2.5 Final Consonant Sounds

At the end of a syllable, the 44 letters make only 8 final sounds. The stops -k, -t, -p are not
released (no puff of air).

Final sound

-k

_ng

-w (sounds like

o/u)

-y (sounds like

i)

Letters

NUANA

ARNAVYNHTNA AN
5AYd

vudnna

i\l

UMY ITAW

Example words

41N madak - very; UN ndk - bird; LAY ek -
number

9 miit - knife; 90 khuat - bottle; Ussind
pra-théet - country; Ton"d oo-kaat -
chance

fiu kap - with; U1U baap - sin; 810 laap -
good fortune

adl lom - wind; @13 sdam - three

97U ngaan - work; @m khun - you; 81119
aa-hdan - food; @1A8Y sdm-khan -
important

L4 kéng - clever, skilful; @84 s3ong - two
217 khdao - white; %7 hiu - hungry

818 yaai - grandmother; @78 sliai -
beautiful

The letters 2 W W % @ @ are not used as final consonants.

Example sentences with final sounds

Thai

AU ¥ UN

Romanization

chan hiu maak

English

I'm very hungry.
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Thai
Aa 11 91 N

X v
818 U9 Uan d@1d §1n
@1 AW 917 Hu 'ln

Uszind ne @18 un

Romanization

khun tham ngaan thii-nai
yaai s& plaa sdam tua
khdo kin khaao kap kai

pra-théet thai stiai maak

2.6 Common Pronunciation Mistakes

Mistake

Mixing up aspirated and
unaspirated sounds

Saying U as “b”

Saying 1 / § like English
“th”

Releasing the final
consonant

Difficulty with 3 at the
start

Ignoring the tone

Example

1A kai (chicken) vs 1 khai
(egg)

U pai (go) vs TU bai (ledf,
sheet)

14 thaang (way)

5§ rdk, not “ra-k(e)”
J nguu (snake), LU ngen
(money)

41 maa (come) vs Y1 mda
(dog)

English

Where do you work?
Grandma buys three fish.
He eats rice with chicken.

Thailand is very beautiful.

Tip
Use the paper test. 1, U, A

have no puff of air.

U is like the “p” in spin,
between English p and b.

N =t + puff of air. Your tongue
stays behind your teeth.

Close your mouth and stop the
sound.

Say “singing”, then say it again
without “si-”

Learn every new word with its
tone.

Example sentence: gy wau Ay laln — chdn ch3op kin khai kai — “I like eating chicken

eggs.”
Thai Romanization
ﬂq‘lj'] kaa-nam
U1 khdao
UU baan
%’uU1 mda

2.7 Unit 2 Exercises

Meaning and sound

teapot - unaspirated “k”

white - aspirated “kh”, rising tone

house - “b” sound, falling tone

dog - “m” sound, rising tone

Exercise 2.1 Identify the consonant class

Write Mid, High or Low.
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Letter Class Letter Class
1 fl 5 N 9
2 U 6 7 10
3 Uu 7 3 11
4 U 8 Q 12

Exercise 2.2 Aspiration practice

Read each pair aloud. Use the paper test.
1. A1 khaa (stuck) — N1 kaa (crow)
2. 1 phaa (to take) — U1 paa (to throw)
3. 213 thdam (to ask) — 11U taam (to follow)
4. 1% khai (egg) — b kai (chicken)

Exercise 2.3 Complete the word
Choose the correct consonant.

1. _’11}1 (teapot) — 1 or V?

2. _ 17 (white) =Y orA?

3. _°n (love) = S ora?

4. @1 (fish) = doru?
5

. _o (snake) = 3 or W?

Exercise 2.4 What is the final sound?

Write -k, -t, -p, -m, -n, -ng, -w or -y.

Letter
]

d
9
)

Word Final Word
1 Uun (bird) 5 91119 (food)
2 il (knife) 6 U1 (white)
3 Au (with) 7 818 (grandma)
4 97U (work) 8 USLNA (country)

Exercise 2.5 Which group? (Use the five-group chart)
Write the group number (1-5) of the first consonant.

1. 1 (dog)

2. 91 (rice)

3. AU (person) ___

4. M (good)
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5. U1 (rice field)
6. %Y (mouse)
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Unit 3: Vowels (&d5%)

Thai vowels are written before, after, above, below or around the consonant, but they are
always pronounced after the initial consonant. A vowel cannot stand alone: when a word
begins with a vowel sound, it is written with the silent consonant ® as a carrier.

oy a1 d G 0 ) 19 e Ta 99

a aa i ii u uu ee €€ 00 20

Thai vowels are grouped into three kinds:
1. Single vowels (@581A87) - 9 pairs of short and long vowels.
2. Diphthongs and vowel combinations (d5U5%&@) - two vowel sounds in one syllable.

3. Extra vowels (5%1A1) - vowels that already include a consonant sound, such as -1
(am).

3.1 The Thai Vowels Chart

The chart below shows all the vowel forms. In the chart, the dotted circle - shows where the
consonant goes; in the text of this book we use a dash (-).

How to read the chart

Left side: the single vowels - short (green) and long (red). The + final column shows the
form used when a final consonant follows, e.g. -¥ becomes -- (see 3.3).

Right side: diphthongs, vowels ending in -i or -0, and the extra vowels (VL— T- 2711 f).
Bottom row: the main vowels written with 8, and the Thai numerals o—.

Chart 2 is on the next page. It is also available as a separate file for printing.
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Thai Vowels @52 1ng

shows where the consonant goes - forms “with a final” are used in closed syllables
Basic Thai Language - A Guide to Thai Pronunciation

SINGLE VOWELS #S3L1Agn

DIPHTHONGS @ssUszau

SHORT  +FINAL SOUND EXAMPLE SOUND EXAMPLE L:g L 0 NORA [
ia ua ua
158 rian 150 rua A1 tua - @72U stian
VOWELS ENDING IN -I OR -0
= i i = i A - =
" ! E | & 17 i L [ Saian
P = = a i i
£ an = il aai aao iu eo eeo
= dik 0 E M g8 e i 5 @
: f ) f SIS =
o R w2 ey 1287 -8 1) |08
q Y] . q, . "
£€0 iao ui uai wai
ToF W uan W Ay GRYY wiloy
oy e W o e
.............. kY
. . 19 ‘08 e Jfulow 571
LY . uag L - wai . ; -
igedod 1€ mée ooi 20i a9i ai 22N
: oy AoY Lue Ko e NS
Au ‘[ f
I" ~~~~~ ‘& ° khon oo too a
EXTRA VOWELS @sginud
- 1z - Wo o
l:rl ] 2 K a b phas £ 1{"} "lajm} S | q m 5] o m
. - am ai ai ao pienil rot let - lae
LY - ) "alg” e 29 j?:i U1 Ta v 151 ros me rare
a9
VOWELS WRITTEN WITH a THAI NUMERALS la‘ll'l‘VIEl
a = = N I
92 91 @ ? 9 29 § @ W WD B o0 © b m & & b @ &
a aa i ii [ ut u uu ee 33 oo 2 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Chart 2: Thai Vowels (A5 1ne))

18
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3.2 Single Vowels: Short and Long

Short vowels are said quickly. Long vowels are held about twice as long. The length changes
the meaning, so practise both.

Soun Soun

Short d Example Long d Example
-¥ a Y ja - will -1 aa | U1 maa - to come
E i AU kin - to eat B i A dii - good
= o AN dik - late at night d—'é] ue | 40 mus - hand
" u f du - fierce 3 uu | f duu - to look
- e LAY té - to kick b- ee | LW thee - to pour
bb-3 € way l€ - and bL- 33 Ll mée - mother
-¥ o) 1A% t6 - table I- o0 @ too- big
L-1% 2 1N1% k3 - island -9 22 | W8 phod - enough
-89 2 LABY I3 - messy, dirty L-8 90 | 3D joos - to meet
Example sentences
Thai Romanization English
U 9% U1 W’éx‘l‘g chdn ja maa phriing-nfi I will come tomorrow.
i 1U g mée pai kd Mother goes to the island.
TORED ’e)‘éuj Uy 1Ay ndng-stit yuu bon té The book is on the table.
819 49 AU AU U1 l[dang muu kdon kin khaao \é\;:isnhg?/our hands before
ala ﬁvlﬁ LD AL dii-jai thi dai jes khun I'm glad to meet you.

3.3 Vowels That Change Shape

When a final consonant follows, some vowels change their written form or even disappear,
but the sound stays the same. This is shown on the left side of the chart.

Open form  Closed form Sound Examples
-y = a AU kap - with; $n rdk - love
1—8 (no symbol) ) AU khon - person; UN nék - bird
-2 - e Lfindek - child; 10 pat - duck
h-g W e uidkhing - hard
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Open form  Closed form Sound Examples

= = ‘ﬂ' e

-9 -- Ht AN derem - to drink; AU khawn - night
L-8 L—- 3 /9 AU dosn - to walk; LU ngan - money
%4

-1 -9~ ua @9U suan - garden; YA khuat - bottle

Some Thai words also have a hidden short a between consonants that is not written: @U1¥
sa-baai (comfortable, well), YUU kha-ndm (snack, dessert).

Special spellings with §
-3 at the end after one consonant = 2an: WS phoon (blessing), a¥AT ld-khoon (drama)

-39- between consonants = a: N3N kam (karma), §33UAN tham-md-daa (ordinary)

-39 followed by a final consonant = an: AS5bAS kan-krai (scissors), USSNA ban-thdt
(line, ruler)

Example sentences: LAN AN UK — dek déetm nom — “The child drinks milk.” 157 1y Tu
@9U — rao daan nai stian — “We walk in the garden.”

3.4 Diphthongs

A diphthong glides from one vowel to another in one syllable. Thai has three main
diphthongs. The short forms are rare, so learn the long forms first.

F .
(I::;) Sound  Like... Examples
I?EJ i “ee-a”, like ear without Li&l‘l;l rian - to study; L8 mia - wife;
ther LUYY bia - beer
l:ﬂ—’e) ua a4+ q 158 rua - boat; L@ sita - tiger; 13199
muang - city
°_"J ua “50-a” A tua - body; Na7 klua - afraid; o

wua - cow

The short forms i-8%, [-8% and 2% appear in only a few words, such as N2Y phta (the sound
of a slap).

Example sentences: 94 138U A9 N8 — chén rian phaa-sda thai — “I study Thai.” \&D
N8 150 — séfa klua reta — “The tiger is afraid of the boat.”

3.5 Vowels Ending in -i or -0 (Vowel Combinations)

Many Thai vowels end with a short glide: 8 gives an “-i” sound and 1 gives an “-0” sound.
These are on the right side of the chart.
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Form Sound

1- T- %o 1@ ai

-18 aai
-1 ao
-11 aao
‘i'J iu
[~3
-1 eo
-1 eeo
LL-1 €€0
=
-8 iao
;EJ ui
-8 uai
=1
-9 uai
I—EJ 00i
-9¢ 20i
-8 29i

Example sentences
Thai
W2 & 917 W15A wn
Su willew way i

98 WA 41 9 oy

A 1A T Wedlu Tux

khun khasi pai chiang-mai mai

Examples

1 pai - to go; Ta jai - heart; fig phai - danger; e thai
- Thai

818 yaai - grandmother; Y18 khadai - to sell
L1 khdo - he, she; 191 rao - we
417 khdao - white; U1 khaao - news
%7 hiu - hungry; N2 phiu - skin
<
137 reo - fast
181 leeo - bad
L2 meeo - cat; WA léeo - already
LYY khiao - green; LAY diao - single, one
A8 khui - to chat
@28 stiai - beautiful; B8 chiai - to help
B N
LAUBDY nuai - tired
a8 dooi - by
A8 khooi - to wait; 598 r3ai - hundred

LUY noai — butter; LAY khaai - to have ever (done)

Romanization English

meeo sii khdao nda-rak maak The white cat is very cute.
chdn n&ai € hiu I'm tired and hungry.
chai phlut chda-chaa nji Please speak more slowly.

Have you ever been to
Chiang Mai?

3.6 Extra Vowels (@53101)

These eight vowels already contain a consonant sound or a glide.

Vowel Sound

o
-1 am

1- ai

Examples
11 ném - water; 11 tham - to do

Ta jai - heart; Tl mai - new
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Vowel Sound Examples

1- ai U pai - to go; 1A kai - chicken
b-1 ao 157 rao - we; 1A kéo - nine
9 v /i) ros ?EJ?F:::AOUU; ;er;nzon; D3N8 ang-krit - English; i]ﬂ‘ié}( réak
3l ret €)@ ruu-sii - hermit
M I / ek very rare - found mainly in old texts

T-or'l-2
Both sound ai. 1- (1ﬁﬁau) is used in only 20 words; all other words use 1- (1ﬁua1&1).

Common 1- words: 12 (heart), Tas (who),1ﬂ5 (near‘),I‘Vili (new), T (use),wf (under), Tu
(in),G[,‘Viiy: (big),alﬁ (give), Ta (put on, wear‘),e[,‘U (leaf, sheet),e[,a (clear).

The vowels 31, 1, I- and -1 are not followed by a final consonant (‘1‘1/1‘61 is a special
spelling: the ¥ is silent).

3.7 Summary

Single vowels come in 9 short-long pairs. Length changes meaning.
Diphthongs (ia, &a, ua) glide from one vowel to another.

Many vowels end with a -i (&) or -o (?) glide.

Extra vowels (-1 1- 1- 1-1 €] N 9) M) include a consonant sound or glide.

A A

A vowel is always written with a consonant. For a word starting with a vowel sound,
use d.

6. Vowels can be written before, after, above, below or around the consonant, but are
always pronounced after it.

7. Some vowels change shape or disappear before a final consonant: Al + - + U = AU
(kap); A + 1- + U = AU (khon).

3.8 Unit 3 Exercises

Exercise 3.1 Short (S) or long (L)?

Word SorlL? Word SorlL?
1 fu(eat) 5 | 1N (child)
2 A (good) 6 L (pour)
3 AU (person) 7 1o (hand)
4 it (big) 8 A (fierce)
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Exercise 3.2 Which words contain a diphthong (ia, #a, ua)?

Worite Yes or No.

Word Yes / No Word Yes / No
1 0 (broken) 5 Tne (Thai)
2 LN (pour) 6 A&7 (afraid)
3 199 (city) 7 U (walk)
4 §7 (body) 8  \@® (tiger)

Exercise 3.3 Find the hidden vowel

Write the full (open) form of the vowel in each word. Example: AU - -
1. AU -

Uun -

[

N —

AU -

a3 -

Ay —

I

Exercise 3.4 Make a word

Make one Thai word with each vowel. Write its meaning.

Vowel Your word Meaning

~ ()} w1 B w N
|
oD

Exercise 3.5 1— or vl,-?

1. _ 9 (heart)
2. _ U (togo)
3. __3l (wood)

Basic Thai Language: A Guide to Thai Pronunciation | 23



4. %y (new)
5. __ 98 (Thai)
6. _ﬂ’s?il(near‘)

Exercise 3.6 Read aloud

1. 29U 138U A1Y1 N8 — chdn rian phaa-sda thai — 1 study Thai.
2. WU & V12 UISN UIN — meeo sii khdao nda-rék maak — The white cat is very cute.
3. 10N AN UN — dek derem nom — The child drinks milk.
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Unit 4: Tones in Thai (qssmqnﬁ)

4.1 Five Tones, Four Tone Marks

Thai has five tones but only four tone marks. A word with no tone mark can still have
different tones - the rules in 4.3 explain how.

Tone mark Name of the mark Romanization
lditen méi dek
,, VLQHV] mdi thoo
6V Y o
1103 mdi tri
- vLﬁ‘:]JGITI mai jat-ta-waa
Important!

The name of a tone mark is not the name of the tone. For example, ldhen (-::iji?:-) gives a
low tone with N (N1 kaa) but a falling tone with @ (A1 khaa). The tone depends on the

consonant class.

How to pronounce the five tones
+ Mid tone - your normal, flat voice.
Low tone - a little lower than normal, steady.
Falling tone - start high and drop down.
High tone - a little higher than normal, rising slightly at the end.

Rising tone - start low, dip a little, then rise.
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A falling

/\ high
mid
- rising
=
o
low
T = > s
0 50% ime 100%

The shape of the five Thai tones

A real five-tone set (all five are real words):

A1 khaa 941 khaa A1 khéa A1 khda 91 khéia
mid low falling high rising
to be stuck galangal value, cost to trade leg

Famous tone sentence: VLﬁI‘ViiJ VLi.I VL‘ViiIlI‘U VL‘ViiJ — mdi mai mai mdi chai mdi — “New wood
doesn’t burn, does it?”

4.2 Live and Dead Syllables

To find the tone of a word with no tone mark, you need to know whether the syllable is live
or dead.

o @& o
Live syllable (A1tU1) Dead syllable (AMN18)
ends in a long vowel: 41 maa, A dii ends in a short vowel: 3% ja, ) du

ends in -m, -n, -ng, -w, -y: AU khon, 8§18 ends in -k, -t, -p: ¥N ndk, 1N maak, AU
yaai kap

ends in 21 1- 1- 1-1: 911 tham, U pai

Easy way to remember

A live syllable can be held and sung for a long time (maaaa). A dead syllable stops
suddenly (nék!).
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4.3 The Tone Rules

Ask these questions in order:
1. What is the class of the first consonant? (Mid, High or Low - and remember leading #!)
2. Isthere a tone mark?
3. If there is no tone mark: is the syllable live or dead?
4

If it is a low-class dead syllable: is the vowel short or long?

Words with no tone mark

Class Live syllable Dead syllable (short Dead syllable (long
vowel) vowel)
Mid Mid - A1 kaa (crow) Low - N1 kat (to bite) Low - U1n paak (mouth)
High Rising - U1 khda (leg) | Low - QU khap (to drive) Is-;i‘?c’)_ U khaak (to
Low Mid - U1 naa (rice High - 1 ndk (expert, - | Falling - W10 naak
field) er) (otter)

Words with a tone mark

% (mai jat-ta-

Class <: (mai éek) <: (mai thoo) < (mai trii) waa)

Mid Low - U1 paa Falling - U pda High - 1Az t6 Rising - A7 tiia
(forest) (aunt) (table) (ticket)

High Low - U1 khaa Fallmg . mn not used not used
(galangal) khaao (rice)

Low Falling - A1 khda  High - 41 maa ot used ot used

(value) (horse)

Notice: only the mid class uses all four tone marks.

4.4 The Tone Chart (Five Groups)

The tone columns of Chart 1 (Thai Consonants, Unit 2.3) show which tones each of the five
consonant groups can make. Here it is as a clear table. Some of these syllables are not real
words - they are for practice only.

Group Mid Low Falling High Rising

1 Mid A1 kaa v o, .
naaauUa 11 kaa AN kaak N1 kéa 11 kaa N1 kaa
2 Low (paired) A1 khaa A1 khéa
ATNNNG g AN khaa AN khaak | AN khak
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Group Mid Low Falling High Rising
3 High %1 khaa v y
vaauean N khaak ~ © Knda U1 khda
4 Low (single) U1 nda 11 nda
IUNYTA W1 naa WA ndiak 1N nak
5 Leading # . AU m?a AT nda . U nda
B3 YU KU WY ... UUIN naak
Put the pairs together
Group 2 + Group 3 give all five tones for one sound: A1 - U1 - AN - A1 - U1 (kh-).
Group 4 + Group 5 do the same: U1 - % - UN/RUT - U7 - AU (n-).
Group 1 can do all five tones by itself: 11 - A1 - A1 - N1 - A
4.5 Worked Examples
Word Class Mark? Live /dead Tone Meaning
4 v
U1 High e - Falling: khGao  rice
GL‘VilII High (leading #) . - Low: mai new
1N Low none  dead, long | Falling: méak very, a lot
n Low none  dead, short  High: rak to love
GIRL3) High none  live Rising: suai beautiful
[
LA Mid none | dead Low: dek child
U1 Low & - High: ndm water
AU Low none  dead, short @ High: khrap polite particle
(male)
\os 1 _ T polite particle
P Low Falling: kha (female)
Tones in sentences
Thai Romanization English
U1 1d U pda pai paa Auntie goes to the forest.

1 U84 11 817

1 911 U

khda kh3ang mda yaao

néa tham naa

The horse’s legs are long.

My aunt/uncle farms rice.
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Thai
917 1 571 winls

au 'l ¥au 9111S 1A

4.6 Unit 4 Exercises

Romanization

khéao nii raa-khaa théo-rai

chdn mai ch3op aa-hdan phet

Exercise 4.1 Identify the tone

Write Mid, Low, Falling, High or Rising.

Word Meaning
1 0 crow
2 A galangal
3 U1 rice
4 1’1/131' new
5 AN alot

Tone

© | o N o
o
hO
-

Exercise 4.2 Live (L) or dead (D)?

11N
11
[
Gh
g8

© N o v A~ WD

Exercise 4.3 Use the rules

Complete the table for each word.

Word

uUan (fish)

V@0 (tiger)
¥4 (elephant)
1n (chicken)
W1 (sky)

Class

Tone mark

English
How much is this rice?

I don’t like spicy food.

Meaning Tone
love

beautiful

child

water

pig

Live / dead Tone
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Word Class Tone mark Live / dead Tone

%Y (pig)

Exercise 4.4 Minimal pairs - read aloud

1. 41 maa — U1 maa

41N mdak — {1 maa

vy méi — gl mai

U1 khaa — U1 khdia

‘lJ:] paa — U’l paa — U1 péa

L@ sta — LAD sGa — LAD stia

LB

Exercise 4.5 Complete the five-tone set

A1 (mid) — (low) — A1 (falling) — (high) — 1 (rising)
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Unit 5: Pronunciation Practice

5.1 Words and Sentences by Tone

Read each word and its model sentence aloud. Then write your own sentence with the same
word in the last column.

1. Mid tone

Word Meaning Model sentence Your sentence

[y} =
JU 3YU A e

b= .
+38U rian to study chdn rian phaa-sda thai - 1 study Thai.

AU Nu Yan

AU kin to eat chdn kin plaa - 1 eat fish.

91915 57U U A w1n
A dii good aa-hdan rdan nii dii méak - The food at
this restaurant is very good.

Wil @0 Uan 71 manm
Ua plaa fish mée st plaa thii ta-laat - Mother buys
fish at the market.

N U AU LY

AU khon person thii-nii mii khon y3 - There are a lot of
people here.
2. Low tone
Word Meaning Model sentence Your sentence

, AU §l Uo9 @ AU
@ sii four chdn mii n3ong sii khon - 1 have four
younger siblings.

, 29 NN w9 W2
AU neing one kh3> kaa-fee neing kéeo - One coffee,
please.

volny Su WA KA

e phit wrong kh3o-thoot chdn phiut phit - Sorry, 1
said it wrong.
w3adl au 9z T Wedlu

Y ja will phriing-nii chdn ja pai chiang-mai -
Tomorrow I will go to Chiang Mai.
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Word

d Y
LM jet

Meaning

seven

3. Falling tone

Word

41N maak

LU khéo

2917 khéao

@l sdm

4. High tone

Word

&
YD suut

Meaning
very, a
lot

to enter

rice

orange

no, not

Meaning

to buy

to love

to know

to use

sky

Model sentence Your sentence

1% a, < ¥

51U 1Wa 10 Tug 1t

rdan paat jet moong chdao - The shop
opens at 7 a.m.

Model sentence Your sentence
Jul Sou un

wan-nii r3on mdak - It’s very hot today.

1Fey 197 W1 A

chaan khédo maa kha - Please come in.

Au Tng A 41 v Fu
khon thai kin khaao thuk wan - Thai
people eat rice every day.

AU YU U1 du

chdn ch3op ndm-sém - 1 like orange
juice.

au 'l A 1in

chdn mai kin phét - I don’t eat spicy
food.

Model sentence Your sentence

Aol Yo ovls
khun s¢i4 a-rai - What did you buy?

2U 5n ATOUAT)

chdn rak khr3op-khrua - 1 love my
family.

au 'l §

chdn mai riu - 1 don’t know.

au 14 Insdwi vn Tu

chdn chdi thoo-rd-sap thuk wan - 1 use
my phone every day.

v Y1

N9 Uil @8 un

th3ong-fda wan-nii stiai mdak - The sky
is beautiful today.
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5. Rising tone

Word Meaning Model sentence Your sentence

WYY U g9 3N
@4 sliung tall, high | phii-chaai chdn stiung méak - My older
brother is very tall.

7l A9 9E0 Y09 AU

v A
M}! \‘l’dav book nii khett ndng-séu kh3ong chan - This is
ndng-sta
my book.
W2 Y9 AU & UM
U1 khdao | white meeo kh3ong chdn sii khédao - My cat is
white.
\do 6 U Tuieg ann
\&® stia tiger sé&a tua nii yai mdak - This tiger is very
big.
v
W khio  he she o1 tUUAZ

khdo pen khruu - He/She is a teacher.

5.2 Different Tone, Different Meaning

Each set below has words that sound almost the same. Only the tone (and sometimes the
vowel length) is different. Read each set aloud, then read the practice sentence.

Thai Romanization Meaning

Set 1 - Practice: b3 tnsd 1ai Tuai 1 v (New wood doesn’t burn, does it?)

‘13:11 mai wood

sL‘Villl mai new

‘hj mai no, not

‘1‘1/13:? mai to burn

Vlﬂ/iﬁJ mdi question word (...7); silk

ilJEJ mai question word (informal spelling)

Set 2 - Practice: 141 41 %1 11 (The dog comes to see the horse.)

un maa to come
ilj'] méa horse
UU mada dog

Set 3 - Practice: 101 191 1U 811 9172 (He goes in to read the news.)

LU khdo he, she; horn; mountain
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Thai Romanization Meaning

L‘é’h khdo to enter

ik khao knee

U1 khdao white

‘lglj']'J khédao rice

U1 khaao news

17 khaao fishy (smell)

Se:t 4 - Practice: \do 14 Lg’e) ‘I:lj’\‘l )7} L?Ili) (The tiger wears a shirt and sits on a mat.)
L%@ sta mat

L?{E] sta shirt

L?i'e] sta tiger

Set 5 - Practice: 91 8810 158U 191 N8 Wel 31U 810 (I want to learn Thai, but it’s
difficult.)

281N yaak to want
g1n yéak difficult

Set 6 - Practice: 81 U9 31 941 Ay N 81 (Grandma said don’t forget to take your
medicine.)

g yaa medicine
281 yaa don’t
&1 yaa grandmother (father’s mother)

Set 7 - Practice: g nu ‘I,J (Grandfather eats crab.)
U puu crab
U puu grandfather (father’s father)

U

Set 8 - Practice: ¥l 1 wdl (The bear has noodles.)

=

d . mii to have

TEY mii thin rice noodles

‘Vi‘fl mii bear

Set 9 - Practice: U1 U1 13U U1 (The crazy aunt hurt her shoulder.)
‘U"I% baa bar (loanword)

U1 baa shoulder

clj"l bda crazy

Set 10 - Practice: 11 1112 9u 1d 1o wun (In the cool season I wear thick clothes.)
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Thai Romanization

U naa
U néia
U1 nda

Meaning
rice field
face; front; season

thick

5.3 Short and Long Vowels: Practice List

Short

a- % ja - will

i - &U sip - ten

u- R du - fierce

u - AN ditk - late at night
e - LY té - to kick

€ - WAy 1€ - and

3 - LABY I3 - messy

o - 1A% t6 - table

2 - W% kd - island
Vowel combinations
ai - b3 mai - not

ao - LU khdo - he, she
ia - 1U85 bia - beer

ua - 12 tua - body

4a - 138 rua - boat
ooi - 108 dooi - by

ui - AY khui - to chat
eo - 157 reo - fast

22i - ADY khooi - to wait

5.4 Tongue Twisters

Long

aa - 970 jaak - from

i - a sii - four

uu - @ duu - to look

b - ﬁu dam - to drink
ee - LW thee - to pour

g€ - LLaIN l€ek - to exchange
99 - L3® joo - to meet

00 - 1#1 too - big

20 - NBA kdot - to hug

aai - MY taai - to die
aao - U1 khdao - white
iao - LWY khiao - green
uai - @78 slai - beautiful
wai - Lﬁﬁ’e‘.\&l nuai - tired
aai — kU8 naoi - butter

iu - 97 hiu - hungry

eeo - 187 leeo - bad

g€0 — LA léeo - already

Tongue twisters are a fun way to practise tones and similar sounds. Start slowly, then speed

up.
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Sound

U (kh)

4 (ng)

U/U(p/b)

Wn /WA /
1A
Tna /lna

YAV,
wum

Leja /v@a /
&0

g/8

5.5 Mini Dialogue: Meeting Someone

Thai

g w1 TU 971 917 wag Au
91 U1

9 191 99 999 ¥ $7e 9 A
Tai 9 Su

U1 01w 14 U J waz Uan
Tu U

AU 11;]8 U Win fiu Wn uag io
Tne A Al

1A og 1nd N9 ag lna

101 100 LEA 9 uua 91U

Y @

1 199 UU 18D

vdo 1d 1de &
a8

g1 Ay a1ly Wrane w1e lua
dog

Exercise 5.1 Practise with a partner

Romanization and meaning

khdo khao pai dan khaao I€ kin khaao
khdao

He goes in to read the news and eat
white rice.

nguu ngdo ngong ngiiang, tham-ngaan
ngdai-ngdai k3> mai dai ngan

The lonely, confused, sleepy snake
doesn’t earn money even from easy
work.

pada bda phaa puu pai paa puu I€ plaa nai
paa

The crazy aunt took Grandpa to throw
crabs and fish in the forest.

khon thai pai phdk kin phak I€ phat-thai
thii phdak-tai

Thai people go on holiday to eat
vegetables and pad thai in the South.

kai yau klai, kiing yau klai

The chicken is near; the shrimp is far.
ao pét phet-phet péet jaan

Eight plates of very spicy duck, please.
séa sdi sta sii sbm nang bon sea stiai
The tiger wears an orange shirt and sits
on a beautiful mat.

yaai kin lam-yai, ndm-laai yaai ldi y3oi
Grandma eats longans and her mouth
waters.

Read the dialogue in pairs. Then underline every syllable with a falling tone.

Romanization
sa-wat-dii khrap

sa-wat-dii kha

Thai
%) = w
A | @Yan ASu
B  dYAR AY
A AMYD D
B AU %0 ULA AY

khun ch&u a-rai khrap

chdn ch&u ma-li kha

English

Hello.

Hello.

What’s your name?

My name is Mali.
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Thai Romanization English
A Al vHu au Aluu asu khun pen khon thii-ndi khrap = Where are you from?

: chadn pen khon maa-lee-sia

[y <@ = ) .
B | auUu AU WLaLYY AY I’'m Malaysian.

kha
A 8ud 9 le iuﬂ AU yin-dii thii dai rau-jak khrap Nice to meet you.
B UM LgUAU AY yin-dii chén-kan kha Nice to meet you too.

5.6 Thai Numerals

Thai has its own numerals (bottom row of Chart 2, Thai Vowels). Arabic numerals are more
common today, but you will see Thai numerals on signs, official documents and banknotes.

o ® © o (cd & |>) (/) < «
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Aud | wils | @ey @ Gl W wno @e wda A
suun neng @ sJdng = sdam sli hda hok jet peet kdo

Notice the tones: @84 and @13 are rising (high class, live), A0 is low (high class, dead), 1 is
falling.

Exercise 5.2 Read the numbers

1. o

2. e

3. m&

4. @00

5. &> (a Thai Buddhist year) ___
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Comprehension Test

This test checks your understanding of Units 1-5. There are 25 questions (5 per unit).
Choose the best answer: A, B, C or D. The answers are in the Answer Key.

Unit 1: The Thai Sound System

1. How many tones does Thai have?

A. 4 B. 6
C. 9 D. 5

2. Which word means “horse”?
A. U1 maa B. ¥d1 mda
C. ¥1 mda D. i mii
3. Which pair shows the difference between an unaspirated and an aspirated sound?

A. 1A kai - 1o khai B. 11 maa - WU mda
C. 191 khdo - U1 khdao D. AU kin - dii

4. Which pair is different only in vowel length?

A. 1A kai - Tai khai B. 191 khdio - 917 khéao
C. U1 paa - W1 phaa D. %1 maa - 41 méa

5. Inthe romanization used in this book, which mark shows a falling tone?
A. a B.
C. D.

QN

K«
Q>

Unit 2: Consonants

6. Which consonant belongs to the mid class?

A. v B. A
C. n D.

7. How many different final consonant sounds are there in Thai?

A. 6 B. 8
C. 21 D. 44

8. What is the final sound of 3@ (knife)?
A. -k B. -t
C. -p D. -n
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9. In U1 mada (dog), the letter A is...
A. pronounced “h”
B. silent, and makes U follow the high-class tone rules
C. avowel

D. atone mark

10. Which word begins with a consonant cluster?

A. Uaiplaa B. %1 naa
C. f dii D. %1 maa

Unit 3: Vowels

11. Which vowel is long?
A. ¥ B.
C.

12. The word AU khon (person) has a hidden vowel. Which one?

A. g (o) B. @ (29)

C. <% (a) D. L3 (e)
13. Which word contains a diphthong?

A. W thee B. 38U rian

C. Aukin D. f dii

14. The vowel 1 (vl,ﬁﬂ’m) is used in only about how many words?
A. 5 B. 10
C. 100 D. 20

15. When a final consonant follows, the vowel 3¢ changes to...

A. B.
C. D.
Unit 4: Tones
16. A dead syllable ends in...
A. along vowel B. -m,-nor-ng
C. ashort vowel, or -k, -t, -p D. -wor-y
17. What is the tone of U1 (rice)?
A. mid B. low
C. rising D. falling
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18. What is the tone of 50 (love)?
A. mid B. low
C. high D. falling
19. Which consonant class can be written with all four tone marks?
A. high class B. mid class
C. lowclass D. all classes
20. What is the tone of @38 (beautiful)?
A. rising B. mid
C. low D. high

Unit 5: Pronunciation Practice

21. Which word means “shirt”?

o 2
A. @8 s&a B. L@9 sta
C. @0 sba D. @sii

22. In 197 Tnagd 1 1ﬂﬁ which word means “new”?

A, e B. T
c. lu D. lusl

23. A female speaker ends a question politely with...

A. ASU khrdp B. A% kha
C. Az kha D. U%nd

24. What number is the Thai numeral ¢J?
A. 5 B.
C. 9

25. 810 yaak means “difficult”. What does 8810 yaak mean?
A. towant B. don’t

C. medicine D. grandmother
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Answer Key

Unit 1
- 1.11U-2A-3U-4A-5U-6A
« 1.21S-2L-3S-4L-5S-6L

Unit 2
2.1 1 Mid - 2 High - 3 Low - 4 Mid - 5 Low - 6 High - 7 Low - 8 Mid - 9 High - 10 Low - 11
Mid - 12 High

. 2.31ﬂ(m1§'1)-2611(6111';)-35(%’ﬂ)-41J(1Ja'1)-5\1(3)

+ 241-k-2-t-3-p-4-n-5-n-6-w-7-y-8-t

* 2.51Group5:-2Group3-3Group2-4Groupl-5Group4-6Groupb5

Unit 3

3.11S-2L-3S-4L-55-6L-7L-8S
3.2 Yes: \d®, 109, A2, Na7, LdB. No: 1N (single vowel), Ing (ai is a vowel + glide),
LAY (single vowel 23)

- 33AU - 12 un - 12100 - g AU - 18- dU - 20 AN - e

+ 3.4 Sample answers: 11 (come) - f (good) - 138 (meet) - A (body) - U1 (water) - 158
(boat) - ABY (wait)
3570 - 1U- 147 - Tnsi - ne - Tnd

Unit 4
+ 4.11 Mid- 2 Low - 3 Falling - 4 Low - 5 Falling - 6 High - 7 Rising - 8 Low - 9 High - 10
Rising
421L-2D-3D-4L-5D-6L-7D-8L

4.3 Uan: mid, none, live = mid (plaa) - \&@0: high, none, live — rising (sta) - ¥4 low, &
~ high (chdang) - b mid, ¢} — low (kai) - #1: low, &% — high (fda) - ¥: high (leading
%), none, live — rising (mtiu)

4.5 91 (khaa) - AN (khéa)

Unit 5
+ 5.1 Falling-tone syllables: A (every time), 9, N (in 719U and 7 '16?1}) '16?11 LU

+ 5.2¢/=7(jet) - @ = 12 (sip-sIong) - em& = 35 (sdam-sip-hda) - @oo = 100 (n&ng-ridi)
&>« = 2569 (B.E. 2569 = 2026 C.E.)

Comprehension Test

Unit 1 1.D 2.C 3.A 4.B 5.D
Unit 2 6.C 7.B 8.B 9.B 10. A
Unit 3 11.D 12. A 13.B 14.D 15. A
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Unit 4 16.C 17.D 18.C 19.B 20. A
Unit 5 21.C 22.B 23.C 24.D 25. A

References
Brown, I. Thai Tone Cheat Sheet and Flow Chart. https://ian-b.com/thai-tone-cheat-
sheet-flow-chart-pdf/

« Charts 1 and 2 (Thai Consonants; Thai Vowels) were redrawn for this edition from the
=) U =
classroom charts Table of Thai Consonants and Vowels and 113 1NLTEUDTIU-LYEIUNTYT

Ine.
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